Building a promising future for students

NSSEO

Northwest Suburban Special Education Organization

Diagnostic and Educational Services Center (DESC)

GUIDELINES TO HELP DETERMINE THE
NEED FOR A BILINGUAL REFERRAL

A student should be referred for a Bilingual Evaluation if:

6.

Student is currently receiving ESL (TPI) or bilingual (TBE) services.
Student was exited from ESL or bilingual within the past year (possibly 2 years).
Results of oral language proficiency testing (in L1 and L2) show:
L1 > English (L1 is stronger or at similar level).
L1 and English both very weak (neither is dominant).
If student is a preschooler, and main caregiver primarily uses language other than English.

If student has arrived in the US within last 2 - 3 years, and has not been exposed to an
educational program using English.

Upon recommendation of NSSEO, school staff or parent request.

Caution: DO NOT always assume that low English proficiency (L2) implies, in of itself, the
need for a bilingual evaluation. Occasionally, students’ proficiency in their native language can
be even lower than proficiency in English.

201 South Evanston, Arlington Heights, IL 60004-6899 e Ph: 847.463.8240 eFax: 847.463.8275 e TDD: 847.463.8115 e www.nsseo.org





